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cording to the Article of 337. They complained that the 17 enterprisesvio-
lated the American patents No. 6, 006, 486, Nr 6, 490, 836 and No. 6, 874,
292 (patents "486", "836" and "292" respectively) andNo. 6, 928, 779 (patent
"779%). After that, on September 2nd, 2005, they appealed the American
International Trade Committee to change the suit to add another Chinese
enterprise as the defendant. They based their appeal on the Code of Federal
Regulations of America, 19thEdition, Article210.14 (b).

The Article 337 of the International Trade Committeewasoriginally is-
sued inthe United States. Different countries have different regulations
about the same issue regarding the intel lectual property rights intrades.
Therefore, the producersmustbe cautiousagainst the specificityof the laws
in each country. Towin in these kinds of suits, the domestic enterprises
should be wel I prepared in the following aspects: 1) a thorough research
and investigation must be done about the patents in the industry around the
world. The firststep isto try toknowal | the detai Is of the competitorssoas
to guard against any potential trouble;2) the government and the industry
associationmustplayanactiverole inorganizing the individual enterprises
toget familiarwith related laws and background knowledge, toadjust their
position and rectify their concepts so as to forma team to react to the com-
petitionfromoverseas; 3) ifanyenterprise is facedwith thiskindofsuit, it
should react actively and try hard to defend. Only by doing this can it have
achance towin; 4) the enterprises in this industry should do research and
try to develop new products with their independent intel lectual property
right. Thisistheultimateway toprevent thedifficultyofpassively reacting
tosuits.

(L1IU Shuozhen)

Regarding the issue of export trade, some of China*senterprisesgot into
the trouble of suits of anti-dumping or infringing upon the patents of the
overseas enterprises. On the one hand, this phenomenon reflects that some
countries protect their domestic economy by taking advantage of the rules
of WTO. They are cautious against the global expansion of China®s enter-
prises and try to blockade China"s foreign trade. On the other hand, we
must admit that to some extent there are some low-price dumping and vio-
lationofother"spatents. Besides, someofChina*senterprisesarestill not
well prepared for expanding to the global market.

In recent years, the Elegant Living Company has been in cooperation
wi'th theworld"s top companiies in the field of constructionmaterials. Based
onmy experience of the foreign trade in these years, | come into the fol low-
ingconclusions. Firstly, themost important task is that thedomesticenter-
prises must develop and strengthen themselves. Secondly, they must re-
spect the rules and laws of the global market and do business according to
therules. The performance of anexportingenterprise represents thedignity
of an industry and evenacountry. Ifanenterprise ischargedwithonesuit,
they should react actively to the suit and defend themselves. During the
process, the trade association and the national foreign trade management
organizationshould interfere inthe issue. Ontheone hand, theassociation
and thegovermment.canprotect the legal interestsof thedomesticenterprise.
On the other hand, they can learn the rules and laws of the international

market so as to make good use of them and prevent similar issues to recur.
Y 2005
(What are the major technology developments
in the flooring, woodworking machinery, and furniture
industry? What is the importance to have our own exclusive
intel lectual propertiesintheforestproductsindustries?)

(ZHAO Renjie)
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The yield of wood-based panels in China is now ranked first in theworld.
This isafavourable achievement, but it does not imply that China isagreat
power of wood-based panels. On this point, we should always be clear-
headed. We should not be merely content with the increase of yield, ne-
glecting the improvement of quality, or revel inthemarvel of high-costand
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high-consumption, only focusing on instant benefitand disregarding the
future. Due to thedeficiencyof originality, thewood-based panel industry
inChinadoesnotenjoy substantial international competitivecapacity. Many
medium or small-sized enterprises use outdated equipment and
technologies, and thus produce low-qual ity products. They are eager for
quick success and instant benefit, gaining profits by greatly consuming
energy and developing at the cost of environment. The large-sized wood-
based panel enterprises” equipment and technologies are mostly brought in
fromforeigncountrieswithoutself-owned intel lectual property. Weshould
realize that the powerfulness of an enterprise does not lie in itssize or
instantbenefit, but initsgoodcapabi lityoforiginalityandself-reliance.
Withstrongoriginality, asmall-sizedenterprisecandevelop intoabigand
powerful one; withweak originality, a large-sized enterprise may become
small and lifeless. Therefore, we should fol low the objective of "*fostering
large quantities of innovative enterprises” proposed by Hu Jintao in the
*'2006 National Science and Technology Conference' and make efforts to
builtanewplatformfor enterprises” science and technology development.
Enterprisesshould investcapital, bring intalents, setupresearchcentres
and endeavor to develop new equipment and technologies, so as to harvest
moreoriginal sci-techfruitswithself-owned intel lectual propertyandre-

alize the objective of “'great power of wood-based panels™.
(ZHANG Xizhong)
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Personally, I think that China ismaking great progress in the manufac-
ture capabi lity of the wood-based panel equipment. Soon Chinawill suc-
ceed inmanufacturing the continuous flat hot press, which represents the
wor Id first-class technology. However, | thinkwe should not be satisfied
nor stopmaking progress.

Another new technology is the application of abrasion-proofmaterial on
impregnated paper . When the paper is impregnated, abrasion-proof mate-
rial is sprayed onto to the paper. This technology has broken the monopoly
of the United States in the field of abrasion-proof paper . This technology
can change the spraying quantity according to the actual need so as to pro-
duce impregnated paper withdifferentdegree of abrasion-proofness. Thus,
we can meet the needs of different consumers.

As the scale of wood-based panel production lines worldwide is becom-
ing larger and larger, Chinashould get rid of the situation that the annual
capacity will remain no more than 100 000 m® for the complete equipment
of wood-based panel made by the domestic woodworking machinery
industry. The domestic wood-based panel machinery should develop in the
direction of large scale and high reliability. Now China has become the
largest producer of wood-based panel and flooring in the world. To meet
the ever increasing needs of the panel and flooring equipment, we cannot
depend on importing the equipment from overseas market. Instead, we must
do research and develop the equipment with our own intel lectual property
rights. These equipment must cater for the needs of large scale and auto-
matic production. Satisfyingly, we already see a lot of advertised online
measuring and detecting instruments and equipment that can be used in
panel production lines. We expect to see more good news like this.

(LI Kaifu)

TS
12mm 20%

Heat adaptation of wood-based panel is to bestow a material with the
property of remembering temperature. Instructural materials, wood-based
panelsare prone tochappinganddeforming, whichwi Il damage theirquality.
ITwood-based panels could have the function of detecting, restrainingand
repairingdamages, itwillbeveryuseful toguarantee thereliabilityofpanel
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structure and the security of panel’ susage. This is going to be the way out
for the intel ligence research of wood-based panel research.

Electromagnetic screenwood-based panels can effectively prevent the
electromagnetic interference caused by electromagneticwaves inair. Thus
there panels can uplift the electromagnetic compatibil ity between elec-
tronic systems and equipment so as to ensure the security of information.
Wood-based panels are poor conductors and have no electromagnetic screen
function. Nevertheless, by integratingwood and metal materials of acer-
tain form, we can get a special composite that has a function of electromag-
neticscreen.

The CoreHeater of Metso Corp. is a wedge-shaped vapor injection de-
vice that is added to the front of continous hot press. It canbe installed
quicklywitha littlecost. The function is to increase the temperature inthe
core of the mat and reduce the TS and spring-back of the panel . Therefore,
it can increase the productivity of equipment and uplift the quality of
products. This device is used for producing panels no thinner than 12 mm
and can increase productivity by 20%.

va “ GDP”

(Since the conception
of* Green GDP" is proposed and developed, what should
the domestic flooringenterprisesprepare concerning theen-
vironmental protection inorder to acconmodate themselves
to this newevaluation systen?)

(ZHANG Xizhong)
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The wood-based panel industry should not only emphasize the environ-
mental friendliness of the products. More attention should be paid to the
effectonenvironmentof the productionprocess. Thisnecessity isreflected
in the country"s promotion of 15014001 Environment System Certification
and the OHSAS18001 Occupational Health and Safety Management Sys-
tem Certification. If the products of an enterprise are environmental ly
friendlyanditsproductionprocess issafe, heal thyandenvironmentfriendly,
the enterprise is coming close to "Green GDP". From now on, we should
pay more attention to FMand COD Certifications. Furthermore, if the cer-
tificated systems can operate and meet the standards of PDCA recycle, we

have achieved the preliminary goal of ""Green GDP".

(LU Bin)
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3)

4)

GB 18580 2001

The environmental protection of the wood-based panel concerns the fol-
lowingaspects:

1. Any initiation of the wood-based panel project must be in accordance
withthenational industryregulation.

2. Try touseenvironmental ly friendly rawmaterials.

3. The process procedure must be environmental ly friendly.

4. The productionmust be environmental ly friendly. Namely, the quality
of the flooring should meet the demands of the national regulations. For
instance, the formaldehyde quantity released from the flooring must meet
the demands of the GB 18580-2001 Indoor Decorating and Refurbishing
Materials—Limit of Formaldehyde Emission of Wood-based Panels and

Finishingproducts.

Via

(In recent years, South America, Africa
and Southeast Asia have set limitations on the logging one
after another, how will thiss impact the Chinese flooring
industry? How should our domestic enterprises cope with the
problem of rawmaterial supply?)

(ZHANG Xizhong)

MDF

For me, basical ly itmeans the rawmaterial forests for plywood and solid
wood floor . These countries took thismeasure to preserve their resources
andecological environment, soitis indisputable. Ifanyenterpriseswantto
importmaterials fromoverseas countries, they can choose to import semi-
processedmaterialsaccording to the policies of the exporting countriesas
longas the pricesare reasonable. However, the industry especial ly the MDF
and the particleboard enterprises should take part in thework of establ ish-
ing the fastgrowing forests. Gradual ly, theenterprisescansetuptheirowm

rawmaterial forestbases. This istheultimatesolution.

(L1U Shuozhen)
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